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Abstract

The war on drugs has been intensified across U.S and apprehension of drug offenders has significantly gone up. However, concerns have been raised in regard to racial disparities in drug arrests.  These disparities have instigated serious discussion on why those racial differences are envisaged in the arrest (Alexander, 2010). The Criminal Justice Fact Sheet shows that African American is more incarcerated, 5 times the ordinary rate of whites. Fact sheet illustrate that African American women arrests are twice the white women. The social phenomena from different perspectives present a sweeping overview of society and way it deal with social patterns (Jenkins, 1998). A drug issue perceived to emerge from social and economic isolation. In this view, key theoretical perspective is used to explore the issue racial disparities and understand criminal justice system. 
\

Racial Disparities in Drug Arrests

The issue of war on drugs is a very sensitive topic in U.S because of unaccomplished goals of reducing drug use and extend at which people have fallen prey of it. With increasing number of people in jails for the drug offenses, it is obvious that the system is unable to tackle the menace and need for styled strategy could be considered viable to lessen drug use in America. The fight against drugs have initiated a bureaucratic monster in judiciary system that has failed to reduce drugs but instigated much confusion and adversity of race among the convicts. According to Alexander (2010), the numbers of individuals have surged in five-fold with no indication of declining. Because of increasing numbers of people being incarcerated for drug offenses, human rights activists have called for reevaluation of war on drugs and examine the alternative techniques for rehabilitation, reintegration as well as treatment. Beside claims by federal government that war on drug is working, the truth is claim is just an instance of demonstrated failed policy that has posed numerous challenges to individuals, especially the minorities. 
Conflict theory is established on the concept that people in power formulate policies and rules that preside over society that time and again benefit them (Jenkins, 1998). From this angle, it’s perceived that most influential architects of war on drugs are ones accountable for racially different laws, which are presently being enforced (Tonry, 2011). In formulation of these policies, they make sure that minority groups are completely oppressed in society. The most preferred way of keeping power is through control of media, which verify what need to be viewed and the way it is supposed to be portrayed. As a result, media may promote fear in public domain, thereby keeping war on drugs (Human Rights Watch, 2009). The same people in authority who epitomize racial disparities in society have employed moral panic theory to create a moral panic since they consider social order they are using is at risk. As a result, they create division among people who demonize others. In the context of conflict theory, powerful individuals have used criminal justice system in upholding their dominant position as the repress groups or individuals they feel threaten them (Beckett et al. 2005). 
Strategies and policies used in criminal justice system are proving to be biased because majority of people stopped and searched by police are African Americans (Human Rights Watch, 2010). They are searched more than their white counterparts even if they are walking together. Robinson (2005) restates that this idea of criminal law is exclusively biased against the minorities because of color and being poor. Beside the increased awareness on racial sensitization, the biased laws and policing continue to be indistinct against race (Small, 2001). After the terrorist attacks and creation of Patriot Act in 2001, racial profiling has been rampant among law enforcement officers, as police use power of discretion bestowed unto them to exuberate issue of racial inequalities in fight against drugs (Abrams, 2010). Police force is under great pressure to confirm that there is progress in war on drugs, thus why color profiling on the street is common and searches made on poor and African Americans. And the only way to show results is having impromptu searches and arrests of minorities in pretext of war of drug. This gives opportunity to whites who easily peddle drugs in the neighborhood because they consider themselves being above the law because they take advantage of existing biases. The distribution of many police officers in neighborhoods where minority groups are living is a bias in itself. It is fixed in their minds that blacks are always culprits of drug selling when the reality is opposite. According to Drug Abuse Alliance (2011), among the 52% arrests of African Americans on suspicion of drug violation, less than 21.6% were found guilty, meaning that more than half of the arrests were racial profiling and victimized innocent individuals. This raises a concern because the arrest rates illustrate a casually linked discrepancy of race and imprisonment. The likelihood of using drugs cuts across all races but the arrests is highly skewed, and this makes it hard to win this war on drugs.
Racial disparities in America can be traced back in history because of skewed socio-economic and political landscape which instigates racial concerns as well as tensions among the citizens (Bobo & Thompson, 2006). Although majority of offenders have been the whites, African American has been used as sacrificial lambs to safeguard the image of whites. The blacks are majorly sent to prison even with mere offenses compared to their white counterparts.
The disempowered groups, especially the African Americans feel resentment toward the government system that they feel alienate them. They feel the criminal justice system is being used by those in power to oppress and exclude them in society (Russell-Brown, 2009). A case in point, war on drugs is unfairly served, and they consider it as a tool that dominant group employee to oppress the African Americans who are seen as the minority. This is exhibited on the way they are arrested and mistreated in prison in pretext of gathering evidence, while their counterparts, the whites are not exposed to that ruthless treatment. In oppressing the African American through the premise of war on drugs, seems to be a new avenue created and kept for social divide within the society. In such circumstance, conflict is ensuing in the social mobility, since few African Americans are accorded the privilege compared to more whites absorbed in system (Human Rights Watch, 2009). This conflict has been able to create and strengthen tension as well as resentment among African Americans who considers themselves powerless with no privileges. 
It has reached a moment where drug laws are is not in fact concerned about drugs, but rather about who is making use of them. As noted before under conflict theory, those in power sometimes use laws to oppress others. Banks (2003) reiterates that the American wars on drugs appear to be instigated by racist attitudes. The media has played a role and used by those in power to feed the public with a misconceptions that most users of drugs are Africa America. But in reality, the whites are majority of users, but most of reports are manipulated to show the opposite. Considering the total number of whites, which is six times that of African, it is obvious that most drug offenders are whites and not blacks (Russell-Brown, 2009). However, the drug laws in overall do not focus on the exact nature of reducing drug per se, instead it build up a moral panic established by actors in political realm to humiliate other groups of people.
It is high time those in authority realize a looming problem in social dominion in relation to war on drugs. The tax payers money should be appropriately are used to fight against the drug use and not to jeopardize lives of the minority. It is clear that the current war has failed and instead promoted racial disparities among African Americans. A review of current system is needed to bring sanity into the system and promote unity among citizens. 
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